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Procedures for Air Navigation Services – Training (PANS-TRG, DOC 9868) 
3rd Edition, Amendment 7 

SARP Reference State 
reference 

Level of SARP 
Implementation 

Text of difference Comment 

PART I GENERAL PROCEDURES 

Adapted 
competency model 
 

Appendix IV of 
66 MOS 
 

B 

Appendix IV of the 66 MOS specifies the 
units of competency (UOC) (from the 
Aeroskills training qualification) required for 
grant of a specific category of licence. Each 
UOC is comprised of their description, 
elements and performance criteria and 
assessment conditions and requirements 
(theory and practical). 

CASA is currently conducting a review of Part 66 of CASR to 
more closely comply to ICAO requirements and to more 
closely align to EASA Part 66. This review will include a review 
of current definitions used in relation to the Australian 
competency-based training scheme for AMEs, against the 
new definitions introduced by Amendment 5 to PANS-TRG.  

Appropriate 
airworthiness 
requirements. 
 

See Part 21 of 
CASR, 
specifically 
CASR 21.017 
and Subpart 
21.M, 
regulations 
21.402 & 
21.403 
 

C Term not defined in Australian legislation.  

Assessment 
(evidence) guide 
 

NIL B Term not defined in Australian legislation. 
Details of the assessment requirements for 
competency-based training of aircraft 
maintenance personnel are found in each 
unit of competency (UOC) prescribed under 
Appendix IV of the 66 MOS for each category 
of licence. These UOCs are managed by the 
Federal Department of Education and 

Vocational, education and training (VET) forms an integral 
piece of the Australian competency-based education system 
and is managed by the Federal Department of Education and 
Training. CASA is obliged to adhere to this VET training system 
for all aviation training. 
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Training (not by CASA) and are found at the 
following link: 
https://training.gov.au/Training/Details/MEA 

Basic training 
 

NIL B Term not defined in Australian legislation. 
 

CASA introduced the EASA based Part 66 licensing and Part 
147 maintenance training system in June 2011. CASA’s 
terminology used for maintenance personnel training and 
licensing (while slightly different) is consistent with ICAO 
CBTA terminology in PANS-TRG. 
 

Competency 
 

Regulation 
42.315 of 

CASR; and Part 
1 – Definitions, 

of the 
Standards for 

VET accredited 
courses 2012  

 

B Regulation 42.315 of CASR describes an 
individual as being ‘competent’ in the 
context of carrying out maintenance on 
aircraft or aeronautical products, if he/she 
has skills and knowledge to carry out the 
maintenance to the standard required by the 
maintenance data. The ICAO PANS-TRG 
definition of ‘competency’ similarly looks for 
relevant knowledge, skills and attitude in an 
individual to reliably predict successful 
performance on the job 

The VET system forms an integral piece of the Australian 
competency-based education system and is managed by the 
Federal Department of Education and Training. CASA 
currently adheres to this VET training system for all aviation 
training. 

Competency-based 
training and 
assessment. 
 

NIL B The principles of Australian vocational, 
education and training (VET) competency-
based training and assessment are 
consistent with this definition in PANS-TRG. 
For AME licensing training, the Aeroskills 
training package (a nationally endorsed 
training course managed by the Department 
of Education and Training) contains each unit 
of competency (UOC) required by CASA for 
grant of an AME licence. An explanation of 
what is contained in a training package can 
be found here.  

The VET system forms an integral piece of the Australian 
competency-based education system and is managed by the 
Federal Department of Education and Training. CASA 
currently adheres to this VET training system for all aviation 
training. 
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https://www.asqa.gov.au/about/australias-
vet-sector/training-packages 

Competency 
standard. 
 

NIL B The term ‘competency standard’ is not 
defined in aviation legislation. However, the 
definition of ‘assessment’ found in Part 1 of 
the Standards for VET accredited courses, 
closely aligns to the definition of 
competency standard in PANS-TRG. 

The VET system forms an integral piece of the Australian 
competency-based education system and is managed by the 
Federal Department of Education and Training. CASA 
currently adheres to this VET training system for all aviation 
training. 

Conditions 
 

NIL B The requirements when assessing an 
individual’s competence for a unit of 
competency under the Australian VET 
competency-based training system are 
contained in each unit of competency and 
include assessment conditions. An 
explanation of what is contained in a training 
package can be found here. 
https://www.asqa.gov.au/about/australias-
vet-sector/training-packages 

The VET system forms an integral piece of the Australian 
competency-based education system and is managed by the 
Federal Department of Education and Training. CASA 
currently adheres to this VET training system for all aviation 
training. 

Error management 
 

NIL B The term ‘error management’ is not used in 
Australian legislation, however error 
management is captured and managed 
under the concept of human factors 
principles – covered under Part 1 – 
Definitions of CASR Dictionary.  

Evaluator. 
 

NIL B Assessment of aircraft maintenance 
personnel students are conducted by 
approved instructors or assessors within a 
CASA approved Part 147 Maintenance 
Training Organisation (MTO) 

CASA introduced the EASA based Part 147 maintenance 
training system in June 2011. CASA’s terminology (while 
slightly different i.e. ATO vs MTO) is consistent with ICAO 
CBTA terminology in PANS-TRG. 

ICAO competency 
framework 
 

NIL B The term ‘ICAO competency framework’ is 
not used in Australian legislation. However, 
Australian aircraft maintenance engineer 
training is competency-based with 

Australian VET competency-based training for AMEs will 
undergo a full review (commencing early 2019) with a goal of 
more closely aligning to the recommendations of ICAO and 
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requirements to successfully complete a 
select group of units of competency (which 
are designed to the task level) for each 
specific category of an AME licence.  
 
Appendix IV of the 66 MOS specifies the 
units of competency (UOC) (from the 
Aeroskills training qualification) required for 
grant of a specific category of licence. 

the EASA Part 66/Part 147 system, of which Australia’s Part 
66/147 is based upon. 

Maintenance 
record 
 

Regulations 
42.015, 42.395 
and 42.400 of 
CASR; and 
Regulation 2 of 
CAR 
 A 

The requirements under Part 42 of CASR, for 
information that must be recorded as part of 
a maintenance record for maintenance 
carried out to either an aircraft or 
aeronautical product exceeds the 
requirements mentioned in the definition of 
the term under ICAO PANS-TRG.  

 

Maintenance 
release 
 

Part 1 – 
Definitions of 
CASR 
Dictionary 
Regulation 2 of 
CAR 
 

B 

CASR 1998 legislation does not use the term 
‘maintenance release’ and instead uses the 
term ‘certificate of release to service’. 
Certificate of release to service in CASR is 
equivalent to the maintenance release 
defined in Annex 6. 
 
CAR uses the term maintenance release and 
it defines it under regulation 2 and 
regulation 43. However, the maintenance 
release in CAR is different in character. 

It is anticipated that CAR 1988 will be phased out over time. 
So, no change will be made to the notion of maintenance 
release in CAR at this stage. 

Modification. 
 

Regulations 
42.325, 21.435 
and 21.437 of 
CASR 
 

B 

Neither CASR 1998 nor CAR 1988 regulations 
define the term ‘modification’, however, as 
defined under regulation 42.325 of CASR, 
any modification to an aircraft or 
aeronautical product that involves a change 
to the type design of the aircraft or 

 



December 2022 OFFICIAL 

aeronautical product must be covered by a 
modification or repair approval issued under 
regulation 21 of CASR. 

Observable 
behaviour (OB). 
 

NIL B The term ‘observable behaviour’ is not used 
in Australian legislation. However, Appendix 
IV of the 66 MOS specifies units of 
competency (UOC) (from the Aeroskills 
training qualification) required for grant of a 
specific category of licence. Each UOC 
includes assessment conditions which 
includes assessment of an individual in the 
workplace environment. This assessment 
condition closely aligns to the principles of 
an observable behaviour as defined in the 
definition in PANS -TRG. 

The VET system forms an integral piece of the Australian 
competency-based education system and is managed by the 
Federal Department of Education and Training. CASA 
currently adheres to this VET training system for all aviation 
training. 

Performance 
criteria 
 

NIL B The term ‘performance criteria’ is not used 
in Australian legislation. However, Appendix 
IV of the 66 MOS specifies units of 
competency (UOC) (from the Aeroskills 
training qualification) required for grant of a 
specific category of licence. Each UOC 
includes performance criteria requirements 
which align to the definition of performance 
criteria in PANS-TRG. 

The VET system forms an integral piece of the Australian 
competency-based education system and is managed by the 
Federal Department of Education and Training. CASA 
currently adheres to this VET training system for all aviation 
training. 

Rating. 
 

Part 1 
Dictionary, of 
CASR 1998, 
and Parts 61, 
65, 66 of CASR. 
 A 

The term is used extensively in legislation for 
topics relating to training and licensing 
requirements for: 
Flight crew, pilots, examiners, instructors, 
ATC, aircraft maintenance personnel  

 

Repair. 
 

Part 1 
Dictionary, of 
CASR 1998, B 

The CASR Dictionary defines a 
modification/repair design approval as 
meaning an approval granted under 21.435 
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Regulation 
21.435 and 
21.437 of CASR 
 

or 21.437 of CASR. These two regulations 
grant design approvals to persons for 
modifications or repairs and the basis of that 
approval aligns to the definition of repair in 
PANS-TRG 

Training for a 
particular 
maintenance rating 
 

NIL B The term used in under Part 66 legislation is 
‘aircraft type training’ (ref: the definition in 
Part 3 of CASR Dictionary). Aircraft type 
training leads to a rating endorsement on an 
individual’s aircraft maintenance licence. 

CASA introduced the EASA based Part 66 continuing 
airworthiness – aircraft engineer licences and ratings in June 
2011. CASA’s terminology is consistent with EASA Part 66. 

Part I,  
Chapter 3, 
3.2.4 
 

CASA Manual 
of Standards 
(Chapter 6) 
 A 

Examination must be completed within 12 
months of the previous rating examination if 
the rating is not to lapse 

 

PART III TRAINING AND ASSESSMENT FOR AIRCRAFT MAINTENANCE PERSONNEL 

Part III,  
Chapter 1 & 
Chapter 2,  
all sections 

Paragraphs 
66.015 (2) (j), 
(ja) & (s) of 
Part 66 of 
CASR; and 
Section 
66.A.25, 
Section 
66.A.30 and 
Appendix IV of 
the Part 66 
Manual of 
Standards 
(MOS); and 
Regulation 
147.010 - 
Definitions and 

B The principles and methodologies of 
Australian vocational, education and training 
(VET) competency-based training and 
assessment are consistent with ICAOs CBTA 
as described in PANS-TRG. For aircraft 
maintenance personnel licensing training, 
the Aeroskills training package (a nationally 
endorsed training course managed by the 
Department of Education and Training) 
contains each unit of competency (UOC) 
required by CASA for grant of an AME 
licence. An explanation of what is contained 
in a training package can be found here. 
https://www.asqa.gov.au/about/australias-
vet-sector/training-packages 
 
The VET system forms an integral piece of 

CASA introduced the EASA based Part 66 licensing and Part 
147 maintenance training system in June 2011. CASA’s 
terminology and its competency-based training and 
assessment methodology used for maintenance personnel 
training and licensing (while slightly different) is consistent 
with ICAO CBTA terminology and ICAO’s CBTA framework 
described in PANS-TRG. 
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subregulation 
147.015 (2) of 
Part 147 of 
CASR; and  
Section 147.A. 
120, Section 
147.A.122, 
Section 
147.A.135, 
Section 
147.A.137, 
Subpart C and 
Subpart D of 
the Part 147 
MOS. 

the Australian competency-based education 
system and is managed by the Federal 
Department of Education and Training. CASA 
currently adheres to this VET training system 
for aircraft maintenance personnel training 
and licensing. 

PART IV TRAINING AND ASSESSMENT FOR AIR TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT (ATM) PERSONNEL 

Part IV, 
Chapter 4, 
4.1.2 

CASR 171.010 
Interpretation 
 

B 

Australia refers an ATSEP as a Technician in 
its regulations 

"'Technician' means a person who is engaged by a service 
provider to do 1 or more of the following: 
(a) operate a facility; 
(b) maintain a facility; 
(c) conduct measurements of the performance of, and 
calibration of, a facility during a flight inspection." 

Part IV, 
Chapter 4, 
4.1.3 

CASR 171.010 - 
Interpretations 
CASR Manual 
of Standards 
Part 171 
Chapter 2 
Chapter 5 
 

A 

Regulator, rather than ANSP, defines scope 
of technican activities 

CASR 171.010 defines the scope of a technician's role.  
 
Amplying guidance on this definition is provided in Advisory 
Circular (AC 171-1(1)) 5.4.9 stipulates the term "operate or 
maintain a facility" in the context of Part 171 means any 
actions undertaken on the facility which can affect its 
operability and/or performance while it is in operational 
service.  

Part IV, 
Chapter 4, 

CASR 171.017 
Issue of 

B Australian legislation does not stipulate use 
of PANS-TRG example competency model, 

The Reg and MOS does not stipulate the use of PANS training. 
Advisiory Circular state 5.4.11 Guidelines on technician 
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4.1.4 Manual of 
Standards  - 
clause 1(c)  
CASR 171.050 
Competent in 
accordance 
with the 
Manual of 
Standards  - 
clause (2)(b) 
MOS 5.2.1 
(Technician 
training and 
certification) 
Advisory 
Circular 171-
1(1) 
 

specifies training performed using 
competency based course specific to the 
facility 

training courses.  ICAO has issued guidelines on technician 
training in the ICAO Training Manual (ICAO Doc 7192).  The 
guidelines are based on the International Federation of Air 
Traffic Safety Electronic Association’s (IFATSEA) Training 
Manual for Air Traffic Safety Electronic Personnel.  This 
material provides general guidance material on training 
courses for technical staff operating in Part 171 service 
providers. this is still current at second edition 2003.  

 


